
ENHANCING BIODIVERSITY...

2,141 households powered

3,653 tonnes of carbon 
emissions saved, every year

...Equivalent to taking  811 
large family cars off the road

29 acres of species-rich open 
grassland grazed by sheep

Strips of wild flowers sown 
along the field margins on the 
outside of the fence to attract 
birds, bees and insects

An 8 metre buffer zone between the new 
hedgerow and the River Cary protects the 
existing ecosystem and leaves the existing 
public footpath untouched

Deer fencing appropriate to 
the rural setting

How much energy?

New hedgerow and hedgerow 
trees planted along the northern 
boundary screen views of the 
farm from the footpath whilst 
creating new habitats for birds, 
bats and dormice 

How can I get involved?
We welcome as much feedback as possible in these 
early stages. If you are a wildlife enthusiast, biodiversity 
specialist, if you have a question about how our proposal 
could affect you, or you just want to say hello and show 
your support, we would love to hear from you.  Please 
get in touch with our planning team:

T: 0333 200 0755
E: info@lightsource-re.co.uk
W: www.lightsource-re.co.uk 

Why harvest energy instead of food?
It isn’t a choice - solar farms do both.  All of our sites 
are designed to accommodate grazing of small livestock, 
enabling us to generate energy whilst continuing to 
supply the food chain. 

Are solar farms irreversible development?  
No.  The panels are mounted on an aluminium framework 
with steel legs which are pile driven into the soil.  At 
the end of our lease period (usually about 25 years) the 
framework will be dismantled and removed without 
harming the land.

Will construction cause disruption?
It would take about 2 months to install the solar 
farm, averaging about 6 deliveries per day.  A traffic 
management plan would be put in place to avoid 
disruption, including organising off-peak daytime 
deliveries. An on-site manager would also be on hand to 
deal with any queries and avoid inconvenience. 

Are solar farms noisy?
No, you would not expect to hear any noise at all beyond 
the site boundary.  The production of electricity happens 
silently.  The inverters, and the fans which keep them cool 
at peak times, emit a low, quiet, humming noise.  At night 
the equipment makes no sound at all because it only 
works during daylight hours.   

How will the equipment be protected?
The solar farm would be enclosed by a deer fence of 
about 2 metres in height, appropriate for its rural setting.  
Closed circuit security cameras would also be in place 
and would only activate when movement is detected.  
The cameras use infra-red technology so no flood lighting 
is required. 

FAQs...

Wide field margins and gaps 
between the rows of panels mean 
over 2/3 of the solar farm area 
remains open grassland

The site is naturally 
well screened by 
vegetation from the 
south, east and west

‘Mammal gates’ in the 
fencing allow small 
mammals to move 
freely across the site 
undisturbed

Bat boxes mounted on poles 
and suitable mature trees 
around the site to encourage 
roosting

All existing hedgerows 
retained and any gaps filled 
in to strengthen wildlife 
corridors and enhance 
wildlife habitats

River Cary

Footpath
Footpath

Existing woodland 
retained

Barn owl boxes can also be 
installed to encourage owl 
nesting in the area

Solar panels with a 
combined capacity of 
7.43 MWp (Megawatts 
Peak), capable of powering 
2,141 homes



SOMERTON DOOR SOLAR FARM

WHY SOLAR?
Stabilising energy bills long term
Once the equipment is installed, the sun’s energy is free – this makes solar power a vital long 
term player in protecting us from the volatile costs of raw materials, such as coal and gas.

Bridging the energy gap
Compared with traditional power plants, solar farms are quick to deploy. A solar farm capable of 
generating power for thousands of homes can be operational in a matter of months.

Meeting our targets
The UK is legally committed to meeting 15% of its energy demand from renewable sources by 
2020. Solar power is one of the most passive technologies to implement in order to help meet 
these targets and fight climate change. 

Boosting biodiversity
The UK’s wildlife is declining in species and number, largely due to intensive crop farming. Solar 
farms provide pockets of diversified land which allow wildlife habitats to flourish undisturbed 
and biodiversity levels to increase. Having a more varied mix of plant species means our 
declining native wildlife can find food throughout the seasons.

Championing the local economy
Renting a small portion of land to Lightsource for the generation of renewable energy can 
provide rural businesses with a predictable, steady income stream which can support the rest of 
the farming business. We also try to incorporate as many local contractors and service providers  
into our plans as possible. If you’d like to work with us, please get in touch.

Solar farms do not harm the ground they sit on
Steel, pile driven foundations can simply be pulled out of the ground with no lasting damage. At 
the end of the working life of a solar farm all infrastructure is removed easily and the land fully 
restored to the way it was ...Not many other ‘power stations’ can say that. 

2,141 local homes powered by 
clean, renewable energy

Over 2/3 of the solar farm left 
as open grassland to be grazed by sheep

Wild flowers sown in the field margins 
to attract birds, bees and insects

New hedgerows and tree planting 
to enhance habitats for local 

wildlife

Benefits

Contact us:
The Planning Team,  Lightsource Renewable Energy
Level 5,  20 Old Bailey,  London,  EC4M 7AN

T: 0333 200 0755
E: info@lightsource-re.co.uk
www.lightsource-re.co.uk
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Solar Farm, Cambridgeshire
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Solar farms 
provide great 
opportunities 

for biodiversity 
enhancement

Lightsource Renewable Energy is working on a 
proposal for a solar farm at Somerton Door, on a 
cluster of fields to the north west of Somerton. 

We already own and operate a variety of solar 
farms across the country, working with local 
communities and landowners to generate green 
energy locally and sustainably. 

A solar farm does not only produce energy - the 
proposed project at Somerton Door would work 
in collaboration with two local farming businesses, 
with their sheep grazing on the open grasslands 
within the solar farm area.  To diversify the land 
to generate solar power, the fields would see 
photovoltaic (PV) panels installed in rows, separated 
by wide grassy avenues.  The avenues and wide field 
margins along the boundaries create plenty of space 
for seeding, planting, habitat creation and grazing 
livestock.  In fact, more than 2/3 of the solar farm 
at Somerton Door (29 out of the total 42 acres) 
would be open grassland.

We are also keen to champion the local economy - 
involving as many local contractors and businesses 
as we can during the solar farm’s construction and 
ongoing responsible management of the land.  If you 
would like to be involved in the project, should it 
progress, please get in touch with us.

We are still gathering information from our detailed wildlife 
and landscape assessments in order to refine our plans. So 
it will be several weeks before we submit a formal planning 
application.  

Before we do, we would welcome any feedback or 
suggestions you may have. If you want to find out more about 
our proposal, would like to be involved in our plans, or have 
a question for us,  please come and meet the team at Edgar 
Hall on 28th January. If you can’t make it, you can also contact 
us by phone, email or via our online community portal:

COMMUNITY 
INFORMATION 
EVENING

 Get involved!

Tuesday 28th January 2014

Edgar Hall
8 Cary Court
Somerton Business Park 
Somerton 
TA11 6SB

Drop in any time between 5:30 - 7:30 pm
T: 0333 200 0755 
E: info@lightsource-re.co.uk

A typical Lightsource solar farm:  Newlands Farm, Devon

WWW.LIGHTSOURCE-RE.CO.UK
GO TO

CLICK THIS... ... THEN THIS

T: 0333 200 0755
E: info@lightsource-re.co.uk
www.lightsource-re.co.uk

& TYPE
‘Somerton Door’


